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everything is overrun with them, and the reason for this is that
this corregedor extends such favours to them. Our Lord pro-
long the life and royal estate of your highness for many years.
From this your city of Samtyago, today, on 30 October 1544.
,_,        ,    , ,   ,.                       Amtonio Corea de Sousa
To our lord the king.
From the captain of the city of Samtyaguo.
70. 'NEW GOLD MINES' SOME FIFTY LEAGUES FROM SAO
JORGE DA MINA. KING JOHN III TO THE COUNT OF
CASTANHEIRA. 5 FEBRUARY 1551'.
To my friend, the count of Castanheira. I the king send you
greetings as one whom I dearly love. Lopo de Sousa2, who was
then captain of the city of Sao Jorge da Myna, wrote me a letter,
which I send you herewith, in reply to those which I sent him
about the new mines of gold, which he says are about fifty
leagues from Myna; and according to what he writes, it seems
to be a business to investigate, because the truth can be ascer-
tained without much expense. You will see the letter from Lopo
de Sousa and everything he says in it. If you think that it is in
my interest to speak about the matter with some of my officers,
or with any others from whom you can get more information,
do so with the secrecy which you see the business requires. You
shall write at once to tell me what you think ought now to be
done in regard to it, and whether it would be in my interest to
obtain more information from the captain and my officers who
are at present in Myna; because, if you believe this ought to be
done, letters can go in the ships which are now being made
ready for Myna. Andre Soarez made this, in Almeiry, on 5
FebruaryiSSI-                                                The king
To the count of Castanheira, about the new mines.
[On the reverse]   By the king.
To dom Antonio d'Atayde, count of Castanheira, chancellor
of the royal exchequer.
1 Ford, p. 376. Translated.
3 Possibly Diogo Lopes de Sousa, who was afterwards Portuguese ambas-
sador in London, where in 1555 he protested vigorously against interloping
English expeditions to Guinea.